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hedonistic idleness enforced on him by his mother, but
she sent him her particular love, and was sure that
" dear Bertie must envy Fritz who has such a trying
but such a useful life " : and she wondered what he
and Alix, who had never really forgiven Prussia for
the seizure of the Duchies, would say to these won-
derful events. All the world, she was convinced, would
now acknowledge with pleasure and pride the super-
iority of the Prussian character, and contrast their
hard-working serious life with the habits of Parisians
who were so taken up with pleasure that they had no
time for self-examination. France would learn (such
a downfall was intended to teach deep lessons) what
frivolity, conceit and immorality lead to. " Gay and
charming Paris," she wrote, " what mischief that very
Court and that very attractive Paris has done to
English Society, to the stage and to literature ! "J As
for the Emperor Napoleon, how just was her father's
estimate of him, when he and the Queen and Bertie
and herself paid that State visit to Paris just before
she was engaged to Fritz : Papa had never trusted
him nor approved of his moral character. Poor
Emperor : she pitied him. But he with his dazzling
Court had been the corrupter of Europe. He had
leisure now in his confinement at Wilhelmshohe to
study the stern lesson that experience had taught
him : there were three of his Field-Marshals with
him, so they could talk it over.

This enthusiastic belief in the moral as well as the
military superiority of the Prussians might have im-
proved her position in Berlin had she not spoiled its

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, II, ii, p. 61.
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